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If possible. 

If internally displaced, may
go to refugee camp. REFUGEE STATUS
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REFUGEE RESETTLEMENT PROCESS

REFERRAL TO U.S.

2ND SECURITY CHECK

MEDICAL SCREENING

CULTURAL ORIENTATION

Individual status determined by
UN High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNCHR).

8 US Govt agencies, 6 security
databases, 5 background checks, 4
biometric security checks, 3 in-person
interviews, 2 inter-agency security
checks. SIVs endure this as well, even
though previously cleared by a similar
process to work for the U.S.

Screens for inadmissible conditions:
communicable diseases of public health

significance, mental disorders associated
with harmful behavior, and substance use

or substance-induced disorders.

Courses offered while
waiting for final approval.

At arriving airport to ensure that
arriving refugee is person who was

screened and interviewed.

Referred by 
US Embassy, UN or NGO.

Face-to-face interview with
Homeland Security officer and

individual applicant.

If individual meets  admissions criteria,
resettlement application conditionally
approved by Homeland Security.

Individual partnered with
approved agency for help
settling upon arrival in the U.S.

Prior to departure for the U.S. 
Conducted to check for new information. 

Upon arrival, refugees are
met by sponsor agency.
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process takes 18 mo-3 yrs after displacement


